
Vancouver Opera

Welcome to the opera!
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The opera I am going to see is called Cinderella. I will watch the actors 
act out a story and sing songs. I will listen to music.

Cinderella
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The Theatre

When I get to the theatre, I will need to give my ticket to the usher to 
go inside. I might need to wait in a short line-up. I should stay with my 

parent/teacher.
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The Lobby

The first room I will be in is the lobby. The lobby is where I will find the 
bathroom. I will wait in the lobby until I can go into the theatre.
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Inside The Theatre

In the theatre, the usher will help me find my seat. Each seat 
has its own number so everyone knows where to sit.
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Inside The Theatre

When I am in the theatre, there will be some rules to follow:

• Let me teacher or parent know if I need to go to the 
bathroom or take a break

• Keep my feet on the floor when I’m sitting in my seat

• Listen to the ushers

• Try my best to stay in my seat

• Listen quietly and enjoy the show!
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I Need A Break

IF I need to take a break during the opera, I ask my parent/teacher. We can go to 
the upstairs lobby. There will be quiet activities. When I’m ready, I can go back to 

my seat and watch the opera again.
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Meet The Cast

Before the opera starts, the singers and the musicians will come on to the 
stage and introduce themselves to me.
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Surtitles

When the opera starts, I can read the words on the screen above the stage to 
help me understand what is happening. I can also read along with this book!
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Headphones

The show is starting! I should remember that sometimes the music will be loud 
and the singing will be very high. If this bothers me, I can plug my ears or 

borrow some headphones to wear. I can ask my parent/teacher to go to the 
upstairs lobby to get some headphones for me to borrow.
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The Story of Cinderella

This is Cinderella. She lives with her stepfather and her stepsisters. 
Her stepfather has made her work as their maid. She does all of the 

cleaning and cooking. She isn’t very happy.
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A Mystery Guest

There is a knock at the door. Alidoro, a teacher, is at the door but he is in disguise. 
Cinderella is nice to him and gives him something to eat.

His Disguise What he really looks like!
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The Ball is Announced

Some men from the palace announce that there is going to be a party. The prince 
wants to meet all of the women in the land because he is looking for a wife.
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We Meet The Prince

The Prince arrives—he is also in disguise! He is wearing his servant’s clothes so they 
won’t know who he is. He meets Cinderella and they like each other right away.
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The Pretend Prince (Really His Servent)

The servant comes into the room - but he is dressed up like the Prince! 
Cinderella’s stepfather and stepsisters don’t want Cinderella to go to the ball. They do 

everything they can to stop her from going.
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The Kind Teacher

The Teacher sees how upset Cinderella is. He promises to help her 
get to the ball and gives her a beautiful dress. 
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At The Ball

Cinderella arrives at the ball. Her stepsisters and stepfather think she 
looks familiar but don’t realize she is Cinderella.
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Intermission

There will be a break, called ‘intermission’. During the 
intermission, I can go with my parent/teacher to the lobby 

to take a break and use the washroom. I can also go see the 
quiet activities in the upstairs lobby.
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The Bracelet

Cinderella tells the Prince that she in love with his Servant (she doesn’t know that 
they are pretending to be each other). She gives him a bracelet. If he can find the 

girl wearing the matching bracelet, he will have found HER!
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The Stepfather is Angry

The Stepfather really wants the Prince to marry one of HIS daughters. 
He is angry when he finds out that the Servant and the Prince have 

been pretending to be each other.
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The Prince Returns

The stepsisters come home unhappy because the Prince did not choose them. 
There is a thunderstorm outside. The Prince’s carriage gets stuck and he knocks 

on the door for help.
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Cinderella Forgives

The Prince and Cinderella recognize each other and fall in love. 
Her stepfather is still upset which makes the Prince angry. Cinderella 

asks the Prince to forgive her stepfather.
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The Wedding

The Prince and Cinderella are celebrating their wedding. Cinderella forgives them all. 
She asks her stepfather to see her as his daughter. All she wants is for her family to 

join her in being happy.
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Bows

At the end of the opera, everyone will clap for the actors. If the clapping is loud, I 
can plug my ears. When everyone enjoys the opera, the applause can last a few 
minutes. The actors will bow and we will thank them for their great performance!


