
 

 
 
 
 

SHARE THE LOVE OF OPERA THIS VALENTINE’S WEEKEND 
 

VANCOUVER OPERA PRESENTS WAGNER CHAMBER MUSIC DOUBLE BILL  
WITH A FREE ONLINE PERFORMANCE ON FEBRUARY 13 

 
 
JANUARY 27, 2021, VANCOUVER, B.C. – Vancouver Opera presents a special Wagner double 
bill performance on February 13 at 7:30 p.m.   Two beautiful chamber music works by Richard 
Wagner, filmed in Vancouver’s stunning Christ Church Cathedral, will premiere on Valentine’s Day. 
Maestro Leslie Dala conducts members of the Vancouver Opera Orchestra and Mezzo-Soprano 
Krisztina Szabó. 
 
“In this surprise addition, we are delighted to be able to include members of our Vancouver Opera 
Orchestra in our unique digital season,” said Tom Wright, Vancouver Opera General Director. “We 
have not performed Wagner since our 2001 production of The Flying Dutchman and feel this is a 
perfect time to offer this work to our current fans and introduce ourselves to new audiences looking 
for a special way to celebrate Valentine’s weekend at home.”  
 
Siegfried Idyll and Wesendonck Lieder are two of the most regularly performed non-operatic 
works by Wagner. Wagner composed the symphonic poem, Siegfried Idyll, as a surprise birthday 
serenade to his wife Cosima, the daughter or Franz Liszt, after the birth of their son Siegfried in 
1869.  She awoke on Christmas day in their villa in Lucerne to the opening bars of music. In the 
Wesendonck Lieder, Wagner sets five poems by Mathilde Wesendonck to music. This work was 
created while he was working on Tristan und Isolde. In 2007, the Wesendonck Lieder was 
performed in a recent arrangement for chamber orchestra by Ronald Kornfeil. 
 
Leslie Dala last programmed and conducted Wagner during the bicentennial of the birth of both 
Verdi and Wagner in a special performance in 2013. Audiences will remember Krisztina Szabó from 
past Vancouver Opera productions as Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni, Sesto in La clemenza di Tito, 
and Musetta in La bohème at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.   
 
Viewers can sign up and will be able to access this free performance on digital.vancouveropera.ca 
on February 13 at 7:30 p.m. After the initial broadcast, the performance will remain on the site and 
can be accessed until the end of the season, June 30, 2021. 
 
For more information about the 2020–2021 Digital Season and how to subscribe, please visit 
digital.vancouveropera.ca. Subscribers are encouraged to watch this special performance. 
 
Vancouver Opera has the continuing support of The Canada Council for the Arts, Government of 
Canada, the BC Arts Council and BC Provincial Government, the City of Vancouver and Vancouver 

www.vancouveropera.ca
https://digital.vancouveropera.ca/vo-in-the-community/wagner-for-valentines/
https://digital.vancouveropera.ca/vo-in-the-community/wagner-for-valentines/
http://www.lesliedala.com/
https://www.krisztinaszabo.com/
https://digital.vancouveropera.ca/
https://digital.vancouveropera.ca/
https://www.vancouveropera.ca/support/government-and-foundation-support/


 

 
 

Civic Theatres. Digital Season Sponsor is Mission Hill Family Estate and the Digital Season 
Production Patrons are Martha Lou Henley, C.M., Alan and Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation, and 
Yoshiko Karasawa. Concert sponsor is Martha Lou Henley, C.M. Ticket Centre sponsor is Mission 
Hill Family Estate. 
 
Vancouver Opera acknowledges that we work and perform on the unceded and traditional territory 
of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. All performances and casting are 
subject to change. 
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ABOUT VANCOUVER OPERA 
Vancouver Opera creates extraordinary experiences that engage, inspire and entertain the 
community through voice, music and theatre. Vancouver Opera is the second largest professional 
opera company in Canada and is regarded worldwide for its fine mainstage productions, country-
leading education programs and innovative community programs. Learn more at 
www.vancouveropera.ca.  

 
For more information, photos and interview requests, contact  

Cynnamon Schreinert. Tel: 604-802-2733; email: cynnamon@hartleypr.com 
 

This email was sent to you from the HartleyPR arts media list. 
To unsubscribe from this list please click here 
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